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EXPERIENCE: About 27 years in the
state House, including powerful posi-
tion as chairman of Appropriations
Committee.
PERSONAL: Born in North Phila delphia,
raised in Germantown and West Oak
Lane. Single.
NOTABLE PROPOSALS: Has said from the
day he entered the campaign that he
would bring former Police
Commissioner John Timoney back to
lead the police department. Evans
cites his work with the Blueprint for a
Safer Philadelphia as a building block
to solving the city’s crime problem.
QUOTE: “I’ve [shown] my own neighbor-
hood, through West Oak Lane and how
[I have] transformed that neighbor -
hood. I want to do what I’ve done in
West Oak Lane for the whole city.”

It’s with great excitement that I welcome you to Metro’s Voters’ Guide. This 28-page special section is not just a great resource
for those heading to the polls tomorrow. It also marks a major landmark in the growth of Metro as a newspaper. If you have
taken note of our recently upgraded coverage of Philadelphia, we thank you. If this is what gets your attention, that’s great,
too. Either way, be on the lookout for Metro’s ever growing local news section. We hope you’ll find this issue-by-issue look at
the mayoral race to be the perfect example of what we want to be — your concise, easy-to-digest source of news. But not just
any news, the news that’s relevant to your life. Enjoy the section, and welcome to the “new” Metro.  RON VARRIAL, EDITOR

voters’ guideFind more online
The candidates’ full responses to the nine sets of questions featured in this guide
are available at Metro’s election blog — www.fightforroom215.com.  METRO

Who is Metro endorsing? You!
At Metro, we believe in “News, not views.” So today we offer you all the
info you’ll need to make your own informed decision at the polls.  METRO

Metro

Metro presents: The race for mayor, at your fingertips
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PHILADELPHIA. It’s been at
times a debate about the
future of the city and at
times of its past.

For some candidates, it’s
a referendum on the current
climate in city government,
where reformers see a
breeding ground for corrup-
tion, years of pay-to-play pol-
itics leading to federal con-
victions.

For one it’s about making
Philadelphia a national
model for how to bring
those living in poverty out
of the shadows.

Another sees it as the
spot for him to use his past
experiences to bring the
city together to move
toward the future. One sees
it as the job to prove his
leadership skills are what’s
needed to keep the city
moving in the right direc-
tion and bring crime under
control.

The five major Democrat-
ic mayoral candidates —
businessman Tom Knox,
former Councilman
Michael Nutter, U.S. Reps.
Chaka Fattah and Bob
Brady, and state Rep.

Dwight Evans — share
many of the same ideas, but
they have different reasons
for wanting to lead the city.

Knox is the self-pro-
claimed “outsider,” who
wants to buy City Hall from
“big-boss politics.” Oppo-
nents point to his past busi-
ness dealings and say Knox
is a mirage created by a
well-crafted and well-fund-
ed media campaign.

Nutter is a former City
Councilman who made
ethics and cleaning up gov-
ernment a priority. Oppo-
nents scramble to find dirt
on him as media endorse-
ments pile up, his links to

political leaders in the city
are the only downsides
most can find.

Fattah hopes to put a
major focus on ending
poverty, mostly through
better educating those in
the shadows. Opponents

wonder whether his big
ideas are doable from the
mayor’s office and if he
would invest as much into
providing simple city serv-
ices.

Brady wants to use his tal-
ent in bringing people

together to improve the
city. He’s been endorsed by
both the police and fire-
fighters’ unions, along with
District Attorney Lynne
Abraham. Opponents say
he’s the personification of
all that’s wrong with local

politics. They point to the
government jobs his wife
and kids have and his role
as leader of the city’s Dem-
ocratic party.

Evans, who has been
called the best candidate in
the field by Gov. Ed Rendell,
hopes to bring his experi-
ence fighting crime and
rebuilding his West Oak
Lane neighborhood to the
entire city. Hardly a bad
word is said about him, but
he has struggled to get out
from the bottom of the polls
and connect with voters.

No single vision of mayor’s job
Each candidate focusing on
different issue in campaign

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Although the ideas and strategies of the five major Democratic mayoral candidates vary, they all

seek one thing in common –– a spot in City Hall.
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Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Tom Knox
Businessman

EXPERIENCE: Twelve years in Congress
after 12 years as a state lawmaker.
PERSONAL: Grew up in West Philadel-
phia. Married to wife, NBC10 anchor
Renee Chenault-Fattah. Four children,
including two from previous
marriage.
NOTABLE PROPOSALS: Has built his
campaign around an “Opportunity
Agenda,” which would seek to lift
people out of poverty. Many propos-
als would be paid for by controversial
plan to lease the airport, which could
yield $150 million a year if it clears
regulatory hurdles.
QUOTE: “You’ll see me succeed and
work at very significant policy initia-
tives, usually against significant odds
and usually that are innovative or
new and different than before.”

EXPERIENCE: Forty years in private busi-
ness, including ownership of a bank and
health insurance company. Opponents
have used his business practices, includ-
ing brief experience with payday lend-
ing and alleged insurance violations,
against him in campaign. Unelected
deputy mayor under Ed Rendell.
PERSONAL: Grew up in Abbottsford
public housing project. Married to
wife, Linda; two sons. 
NOTABLE PROPOSALS: Would seek to cre-
ate 40 health care centers throughout
the city; to hire 1,000 new cops  and
look to solve City Hall inefficiencies. 
QUOTE: “Unless you can start hiring
people with character, integrity and
ethics and accountability, you’re nev-
er going to be able to run a govern-
ment the way it should be.”

EXPERIENCE: Nearly 15 years on City
Council representing a diverse West
Philadelphia district. Former
chairman of Pennsylvania Convention
Center board and serves on Board of
City Trusts.
PERSONAL: Grew up in West Philadel-
phia. Married to wife, Lisa, with one
daughter. Adult son from previous
relationship.
NOTABLE PROPOSALS: Would declare
limited state of emergency to tackle
crime problem in 12 most dangerous
sections of the city, with methods
including “stop and frisk” and curfews.
QUOTE: “I know how to work well
with people, understand the details
and nuances of issues, and I have a
persistence. I don’t accept failures as
an option.”

Bob Brady
Congressman, Party Chairman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

The Candidates Their experience, their families, their ideas

EXPERIENCE: Nine years as a U.S. con-
gressman and nearly 20 years in
charge of the city’s Democratic party.
A former deputy mayor for labor rela-
tions and one-time sergeant of arms
for City Council.
PERSONAL: Grew up in Overbrook.
Married to wife, Debra, a former
Philadelphia Eagles cheerleader. Two
children from a previous marriage.
NOTABLE PROPOSALS: Would seek to
hire 1,000 law enforcement officers,
including police, parole and
probation officers.  Would work to
increase school police force.
QUOTE: “I will not be a stranger, I will
not sit down at a desk. I will go out to
communities and, hopefully, I’ll feel
and touch the people and the people
can feel and touch me.”

For the past three months,
Metro — led by staff writer
Josh Cornfield — has
published Primary Concerns
each Monday. In the Voters’
Guide you are holding, we
have compiled the most vital
pages of the series,
completely updated with the
most recent developments,
as well as coverage of City
Council and judicial races:
CRIME page 04
ETHICS page 06 
EDUCATION page 08
JOBS page 10
LEADERSHIP page 12
ENVIRONMENT page 13 
ZONING page 16
SEPTA page 18
SLOTS page 20
COUNCIL pages 22 & 24 
JUDICIAL page 26

About this Guide

• The city’s next mayor will
be in charge of a city at
something of a crossroads.
The national media calls
Philadelphia “America’s Next
Great City” one day and
“Killadelphia” the next.
• The mayor will face rising
employee costs, which could
threaten many of the myriad
campaign promises made at
the hosts of forums held the
past three months and in the
hundreds of pages of policy
proposals. METRO/JC 

In the future

Edited by Ron Varrial, rvarrial@metro-philly.com



The city’s violence shows no signs of stopping as the sum-
mer approaches. The murder rate stands at more than
140 killed this year, as of last week. The candidates have
made addressing the issue a top priority, with calls to
hire anywhere from 500 to 1,000 new law enforcement
officers. METRO/JC

Michael Nutter’s plan to implement a more stringent
“stop and frisk” approach has drawn criticism from fellow
candidates. Nutter responds that all of his ideas would be
Constitutional and that protecting citizens’ safety trumps
all. “People have a constitutional right not to be shot,” he
said. METRO/JC

voters’ guide The amount of voters that chose Mayor 
John Street in the last contested Democratic 

mayoral primary in 1999.  METRO/JC

Metro

‘Frisking’ draws criticsA call for help

Crime

04
Monday, May 14, 2007

PHILADELPHIA. The Demo-
cratic mayoral candidates
have all drafted plans to
fight crime, from calls for a
state of emergency to plans
for hiring anywhere from
500 to 1,000 new cops.

But, according to Temple
criminal justice professor
Ralph Taylor, there’s a dan-
ger in making
changes to
crime-fighting
programs.

“There is a
huge tendency
for the new
and
improved,”
Taylor said. “I
think that’s an
incredible dan-
ger. ... We have
research and
know an awful
lot about what
will work. Knowing that we
can build on it and fine
tune it.”

Taylor said the next
mayor should commit to a
period of review to see what
programs are working
before launching new
ideas.

With homicides up 40
percent since 2002, and

shootings up 31 percent
since 2001, according to a
Philadelphia Inquirer
analysis, addressing the
city’s crime rate is at the
top of most of the mayoral
candidates’ agendas.

The mayor has the power
to bring all of the city
departments dealing with
crime together, including
the police department,
health department and
service providers for at-risk

children and
adults. And, of
course, the mayor
chooses who leads
the police depart-
ment.

“[But] can the
mayor control
crime rates? No,
crime is a random
variable,” Taylor
said. “There are
thousands of fac-
tors that go into
it.”

Still, the mayor
plays a major part in pro-
viding direction for address-
ing crime, said Police Com-
missioner Sylvester John-
son. Johnson pointed to
Mayor John Street’s weekly
Wednesday morning meet-
ing in his office with law
enforcement and public
health officials.

“Even though I’m an indi-

vidual person and have my
own ideas through the
police department, the
mayor gives a certain direc-
tion,” Johnson said.

Meanwhile, the five
major Democratic candi-
dates have all developed
plans for addressing the
problem rooted in not only

changing law enforcement
methods but in addressing
factors including educa-
tion, illegal guns, job train-
ing and drug addiction.

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

How much can they do?
As candidates pitch their crime plans, experts say it’s not so simple

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Larry Ceisler
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. Philadelphia could
be the safest city in the world
and crime would still be issue
No. 1, according to Larry
Ceisler. 

Is crime typically this much of

a mayoral campaign issue?

Crime is always the No. 1 issue
in a Philadelphia mayor’s race.
Unfortunately, it will always be,
because that’s life in the city. ...
Even if our murder rate was not
as high as it was, it would still
be the No. 1 issue. 

Can a candidate win without

separating himself on the 

crime issue in this election?

Every candidate, because they
read the polls, has a crime
plan. The pollsters say you
have to talk about crime. My
feeling is, at the end of the day,
people will not base their vote
on mayor on the crime issue.
The candidates really can’t dis-
tinguish themselves on the
issue. Once they’re about to
decide on someone, might
they check to see if their crime
plan is in sync with what they
think? That may happen. ... If
you’re looking at these crime
plans, there’s a few basic ques-
tions: What is the cost going to
be and where is the money
going to come from? The sec-
ond question is, where have
you been on the issue over the
last three, four years? You ask
people who are in elected
position, “Where have you
been and what have you
done?” JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

“Can the mayor
control crime
rates? No, crime
is a random
variable. There
are thousands
of factors that
go into it.”
Ralph Taylor

The murder rate, as well as shootings across the city, have risen significantly, making crime one of

the most important issues in the race to be Philadelphia’s next mayor.

Bob Brady
Congressman, 

Party Chairman

Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable The mayor’s role in fighting crime

How much pressure 
do you feel to address 
the crime issue? 

I’ve talked about leadership
and who I think should lead
the department. I talked about
going after [former Commis-
sioner] John Timoney, because
of his experience in New York,
Philadelphia and Miami. You
need someone to lead the
department.

It’s been something
I’ve been constantly
focused on. I’ve shown
and demonstrated to peo-
ple through my own neighbor-
hood, through West Oak Lane,
and how it has transformed
that neighborhood. I want to
do what I’ve done in West Oak
Lane for the whole city.

My No. 1 priori-
ty is to create

opportunities for
Philadelphians. I

think that crime is a
symptom of a much more
deeply rooted problem.  ... We
have to address the underlying
issues.

The main responsibility of a
mayor as I understand it is
keeping the streets safe and
clean. We’re not doing a good
job of either. That’s one of the
things that the mayor needs to
do. If you’re not doing it you
should feel the pressure.

This is not being driven by
polls or politics, this is
being driven by, at least
for me, good public policy.
It’s bad for the city, it’s bad
for our conciousness, it’s bad
for the human fabric of the city
that it is constantly ripped
apart by the shootings and the
murders.

I think it’s incumbent
upon me, not only as a
mayor, gonna-be mayor,

wannabe mayor, I think
it’s incumbent upon me as

a United States congressman
... to do whatever I can do to
be able to help the city solve
and help the city fight this
crime problem.

[I’m] focused on beefing up
the homicide division. The clo-
sure rate on homicides is pal-
try. I think it’s like 47 percent or
so of the homicides are closed.
... We [also] need to do some-

thing in terms of provid-
ing more wages. 

The police stations have been
in the same spots for the last
40 years. We need to get rede-
ployment of the police
stations, redeployment of the
police officers so they’re better
deployed and can fight crime
effectively. We need to get
leadership in the police
department willing to do that. 

[All departments] will undergo
a full management review and
audit for all of their functions,
all personnel, to determine
what is working ... then make
the necessary changes to see
that the citizens are getting
the full benefit of a
department’s operation. 

I’m not going to make
campaign promises that are
going to tie the commission-
er’s hand. I’m the son of a cop,
I’m not a cop. ... [I’ve asked
police chiefs, unions and offi-
cers] what do they need to be
able to do their job? It’s just
that simple.

What changes would you
look at making to the 
police department?

Weigh 
in at

letters@
metro.us

Presented by:

Find more
online at
metro.us
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Four of the Democratic mayoral candidates, including
Michael Nutter, Bob Brady, Dwight Evans and Chaka Fattah,
signed on to the Clean and Fair Election Pledge this month.
The pledge calls for the city to look into public financing of
election. Republican Al Taubenberger also signed the
pledge. Democrat Tom Knox did not.  METRO/JC

U.S. Rep. Chaka Fattah was forced to pay back
nearly $37,000 to donors to his mayoral explorato-
ry committee after reaching a settlement with the
city’s independent ethics board. The exploratory
committee paid for some of Fattah’s mayoral cam-
paign fees.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Age of the youngest City Council 
candidate, Michael K. Ellis,

who is running at-large.  METRO/JC

Metro

Fattah returns fundsFinancing pledge backed

Ethics
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Maurice Floyd
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. Voters across the
state made their feelings on
transparent government
known at the polls last year,
changing the makeup of Har-
risburg. Not only were an
unprecedented number of
incumbents toppled, some of
the most influential players in
Harrisburg were sent home.
Political consultant Maurice
Floyd thinks Philadelphia vot-
ers are just as interested.

What do you think voters’

impressions are of this  field

when it comes to the issue of

ethics and corruption? 

It’s an issue that’s always in the
back of minds of voters. It’s not
what I call an upfront issue —
crime and education are
running neck and neck — but
it’s an issue that always comes
to the forefront whenever folks
tend to go astray or tend to go
about the business of doing
things in a very gray area. Peo-
ple want their elected officials
to be above-board in what they
do.

What do candidates need to

do to assuage voters’

concerns about how their

administration would address

pay-to-play?

I think the way you express it is
the way you work through your
campaign by not just going
along but by following those
codes and those standards that
were set by the public and
some that they put into effect
themselves. JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

PHILADELPHIA. When a coali-
tion of downtown civic
groups polled residents
seeking to set an agenda for
the mayoral candidates,
both crime and education
ranked as important issues
for voters.

But for downtown resi-
dents, the No. 1 issue was
corruption — images of
convicted city
officials and
pay-to-play
politics came
out on top of
bloodshed and
struggling
schools.

“A large part
of it is the
breach in the
compact of
trust between
the govern-
ment and the city,” said the
Center City Residents’ Asso-
ciation’s Steve Huntington.

While all of the candi-
dates except Chaka Fattah
have signed on to the Com-
mittee of Seventy’s ethics
agenda (Fattah backed parts
and released his own plan)
and some have put govern-
ment reform at the top of
their campaigns — count

the times Tom Knox recites
his mantra against “big-
boss, smoke-filled back-
room deals” — Huntington
and others question what
the next mayor will do to
create openness and trans-
parency. 

“I think that anybody
who sets his mind to the
problem can do it,” he said.
“The question is whether it
will be on their agenda.”

Seventy’s agenda includes
asking the candidates to

limit no-bid
contracts,
require city
workers to
abide by the
decisions of
the Ethics
Board, and
seek an end
to nepotism.

According
to Seventy’s
Zack Stal-
berg, avoid-

ing an administration
scarred like Mayor John
Street’s by corruption
indictments comes down to
character. 

“It’s picking a mayor that
will change the culture of
City Hall and the way things
are done with business in
City Hall,” he said. “It’s not
something you can legis-
late. It’s something that I

hope the voters will focus
on.”

Brett Mandel, of good-
government group Philadel-
phia Forward, said that the
next mayor has to commit

to a transparent and open
government to make the
city run more efficiently.

“If you’re going to be
complaining that we need
more money for schools or

for police or for tax reform,
you absolutely have to be
concerned with how we
spend our money,” he said,
pointing to no-bid contracts
and cronyism.

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

For some: Ethics the key
Poll says large chunk of voters expect mayor to clean up City Hall

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

With his conviction for corruption while serving on City Council, Rick Mariano has become a poster

boy for what some say is wrong with the way politics happen in Philadelphia.
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“[Ethics] is not
something you can
legislate. It’s some-
thing I hope the
voters will focus
on.”
Zack Stalberg
Committee of Seventy

Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable Ethics and tackling pay-to-play politics

How do you keep your
powerful friends from
having an undue level of
influence?

Continued vigilance on the
issue of contracts, both bid
and no-bid, to make sure
there’s integrity. I think the
contracting process in the city
will need constant vigilance
and scrutiny. 

I set very clear bound-
aries with everyone
that I come in contact
with, including friends.
There are certain things we
can do and certain things we
cannot do. Everyone that
knows me knows that. ...
That’s the way I conduct
myself.

You have the
ability to say no

to people. If you
don’t think some-

thing is right and prop-
er you just say. “No, that’s not
the tone I want to set.”

I think that there should be
influence by people who are
public-spirited, who are con-
cerned. You have busi-
ness leaders, you have
community leaders. ...
As long as that advice
isn’t self-interested, it’s
focused on service. 

I don’t think that I have power-
ful friends that can influence
me, I might be able to
influence them. ... The only

way you get a job is if you
earn it, the only way you
can earn it is by
demonstrating that you

have the credentials and the
ability. 

I think campaign finance
reform. That’s why I got that
bill through the House and
now it’s in the Senate. I think
that’s the heart of where it
starts at. I think that’s what’s

generated this huge infu-
sion of money and

what you have to
go through.

We have to have ethics reform
and [support] the independent
Board of Ethics. That is for us
to eliminate no-bid contracts,
that is a real focus on
transparency. ... The second
part, which I think is different
and distinct from what others
have said, is we’re interested
in openness. 

Unless you can start hiring
people with character, integri-
ty and ethics and accountabili-
ty you’re never going to be
able to run a government the
way it should be. I believe we
need to get rid of the pay-to-
play politics, the way you do
that is by hiring good people.

What stands out as the
part of the system that
most needs to be fixed to
clean up city government?

Weigh 
in at

letters@
metro.us

Presented by:

Find more
online at
metro.us

Editor’s note: U.S. Rep. Bob
Brady’s answers were provided
by his campaign.

Bob Brady
Congressman, party

chairman

We must adhere to best prac-
tices for government contract-
ing and purchase goods and
services in the most efficient
way possible.  This will reduce
the role of influence in the 
allocation of City contracts and
save Philadelphia a significant
amount of money.

To eliminate the root causes of
corruption in Philadelphia, we
must eliminate inefficiencies
and make city services 
customer-oriented and trans-
parent in their operation while
remaining  ever-vigilant in our
city’s fight against corruption.
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PHILADELPHIA. When it
comes to numbers that will
be brought up in the Dem-
ocratic mayoral primary,
the Philadelphia school dis-
trict’s possible $140 million
budget deficit is close
behind the 406 people
killed in the city last year.

With education a priori-
ty for voters, the candidates
have done
whatever
they could to
show they
are better
prepared to
fix the city’s
schools.

But with
the district
under state
control, will
the next
mayor have
any influ-
ence in improving educa-
tion?

“I think that there’s an
opportunity for a new
mayor to be more
engaged,” said Paul Soco-
lar, editor of The Note-
book. “[There’s] conflict on
the [School Reform Com-
mission] and a CEO who’s
since resigned. I think

there’s an opening for the
mayor to move things for-
ward.”

The mayor’s only power
to influence decisions now
comes from his two
appointees to the five-mem-
ber SRC, which took con-
trol of the city’s schools in
2001 through legislation
pushed by mayoral candi-
date state Rep. Dwight
Evans.

According to Jacqueline
Barnett, Mayor John

Street’s secre-
tary of educa-
tion, the board
has shown a
“willingness to
collaborate” on
issues benefit-
ing students.
Street makes
his priorities
known
through his
appointments
and Barnett,
she said.

Still, a 35-member may-
oral task force is studying
whether the mayor has
enough voice in district pol-
icy. The task force’s report
could dictate whether the
city lobbies for greater con-
trol. 

“I think the issue should
be whatever we need to do
to increase the [advance-

ment] of the kids,” Evans
said. “If it’s working we
should keep it there.”

The district has seen
improvements in both test
scores and a drop in vio-

lence since the arrival of
the SRC and outgoing CEO
Paul Vallas.

Michael Nutter and Tom
Knox both want the district
to eventually return to

local control, while U.S.
Rep. Bob Brady expressed
faith in the SRC. U.S. Rep.
Chaka Fattah said he sup-
ports the SRC with “minor
tweaks.”

The Philadelphia School District is in the midst
of searching for a new CEO after Paul Vallas
announced his resignation last month. Vallas
will begin serving as the super intendent of
the rebuilding New Orleans school district
later this year.  METRO/JC

The mayoral candidates have called on the School
Reform Commission and Mayor John Street to
hold off on deciding who should run the district
until after the primary, when the two remaining
candidates would have a say in the selection
process.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Number of voters registered in 
the city. Experts believe the actual 

number of voters is a lot lower.  METRO/JC

Metro

Decision postponed?District CEO needed
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Bob Brady
Congressman, 

Party Chairman

Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable Next mayor’s role in the city’s education system

What role should the 
mayor play in overseeing
education in the city?

[Money]. We need it, it helps
us to reduce class sizes and
[improve] programs. ... And we
need to establish our credibili-
ty. I can go myself to these dif-
ferent legislative bodies and
get them a comfort level that
they’re going to be putting
good money into [the
district].

To be able to lobby
himself [and] get a bet-
ter accountability of
these schools. I’ll go
myself. I do know people on
both sides of the aisle — state
House, federal, City Council. ...
They need to help us help our
children. 

The mayor has
two

appointments on
the board, the gov-

ernor [a Philadelphia
Democrat] has three appoint-
ments. ... I think those two
appointments are going to be
articulating my vision and
implementing my vision first. 

The mayor could play an
important role. The mayor has
the ability to martial the city’s
resources to focus in on the
question. I am very supportive
of the two appointments that
are presently on the [SRC].

The mayor should have
oversight and the mayor
should make sure that
everybody that’s in a lead-
ership position over there is
held accountable. You need to
meet with people on a regular
basis ... to make sure they’re
attaining those goals and
meeting those objectives.

What the mayor should
be doing is assuming
the moral voice and the

public leadership on the
issue of public education

regardless of whether or not
the state is technically in con-
trol of the schools. 

There has to be a school readi-
ness.  ... We need to shift more
money from the city over to
the school district. ... If we
want to reverse the trend on
violence we must have an edu-

cation system that is world
class.

The disparity of money is the
fundamental issue. ... The dif-
ference in scores between
Philadelphia kids and
suburban kids, it’s impossible
to get a comparable result if
you spend $100,000 more per
classroom in Lower Merion.
They’re able to pay [teachers]
more to teach fewer kids. 

The problem you have is lack
of money and lack of
resources. We need to get
smaller class sizes, we need to
get better facilities, we need to
get better teachers. ... I think
our teachers are pretty good,
[but] we need to pay them bet-
ter so we can get higher level
teachers. 

The funding for public educa-
tion in Philadelphia is clearly
not working. There are struc-
tural problems with the fund-
ing formula for the
Philadelphia public school dis-
trict. Second, we must engage
and re-engage parents in the
educational life of their
children.

What is the fundamental
issue that needs to be
addressed?
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Power, without control
Despite schools in state hands, hopeful mayors spell education plans

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Maurice Floyd
Political Consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. Maurice Floyd said
that while crime is the top
issue on the minds of voters,
education is close behind. A
successful mayoral candidate
will have to address
education and making
schools safe, Floyd said, even
while dealing with an
oversight board controlled by
the state.

What kind of political power

does the city’s mayor have 

on education?

He has some power — he
makes two appointments to
the SRC board. But also the
mayor can be an advocate,
making sure those things are
addressed in the schools.
Even though it’s under the
jurisdiction of the state now,
the City Council along with
the mayor can sort of help
[push] the agenda for the
schools and address some of
those agendas that the voters
think are important.

Do any of the candidates’

positions or ideas on 

education stand out?

They all are coming up with
basically some decent ideas. I
think the biggest issue is how
are you going to pay for this
stuff? But they all seem to rec-
ognize that education, that
they can’t get around not
addressing that issue. It has
to be something that
resonates with the voters.

JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

“I think there’s an
opportunity for a
new mayor to be
more engaged. ... I
think there’s an
opening for the
mayor to move
things forward.”
Paul Socolar

The Microsoft-backed “School of the Future” opened in September of last year, hailed as a high

note among the city’s schools.

993,381





Many of the candidates have focused on increasing workforce
development and training programs. They’ve called for partnering
with Community College of Philadelphia to improve workforce
development plans.   METRO/JC

According to the “A Tale of Two Cities” report issued in
April by the Workforce Investment Board, only 20 percent
of Philadelphians have college degrees. The city is 92nd
out of 100 of the nation’s largest cities. Twenty-five
percent of the city’s residents left high school without a
degree.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Amount of money Republican Al Taubenberger 
had in his mayoral account as of the May 5 filing

deadline, the last before tomorrow’s election.  METRO/JC
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PHILADELPHIA. Creating jobs
will be among the highest
priorities and toughest
challenges for the city’s
next mayor.

The road to higher
employment is filled with
questions over a tax struc-
ture hated by businesses
and a workforce that is one
of the least edu-
cated among
major cities in
the country.  

The city’s
taxes are among
the highest in
the nation and it
features a work-
force where
only 20 percent
of adults older than 25 have
college degrees. Almost a
quarter of adults don’t have
high school diplomas,
according to a report
released by the Pew Chari-
table Trusts recently.

“It’s a concern, yet it
doesn’t have to be an inhi-
bition on our growth,”
Mark Schweiker, president
of the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce,
said of the low education
rates.

Schweiker hopes that the

“Working Solutions” initia-
tive unveiled by the Cham-
ber in February, a plan to
provide 1,000 summer high
school internships, will
help with the education
issue. The initiative also
calls for a push to lower
taxes and an attempt to get
businesses involved in men-
toring students.

Sallie A. Glickman, the
founding CEO of the city’s
Workforce Investment

Board, said
the city has
a “huge
unactivated
talent
pool.”
There are
jobs out
there in
growing
industries

such as health care and the
“meds and eds” sector, she
said, but a workforce not
prepared for them.

“The truth is that we have
an opportunity in all sec-
tors if we have the right
labor force to grow and to
create jobs with the indus-
tries that are here,” she
said. 

But, according to Glick-
man, there’s a “perfect
storm” of the increasing
complexity of jobs and an
increasingly uneducated

workforce. It will take lead-
ership, she said, to address
the systems at fault and to
inform young Philadelphi-

ans about the need and pay-
off for education.

Solutions from the candi-
dates include addressing

the issue through attempt-
ing to lower taxes and
addressing career training
and education. 

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

Talent pool tough to tap
Education, training part of challenge in bringing jobs to Philadelphia

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Maurice Floyd
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. Both citizens and
businesses rely on the mayor
and city government for job
growth, says political consult-
ant Maurice Floyd. 

How much do voters rely 

on city government and the 

mayor to create job 

opportunities?

You can’t run for public office
without having a clear perspec-
tive about how you’re going to
create jobs. Not in this town.
You have to have a vision on
how you’re going to bring jobs
to this city. 

Why is that?

You just can’t get around it.
You have to have the ability to
create jobs and the vision of
how you’re going to create
jobs. That’s going to be one of
the questions they’re going to
ask you, especially with what’s
going on with the crime in the
city of Philadelphia. ... [People]
rely on the government and
the business community relies
on the government to help
them create jobs. They have to
work hand in hand. ... It’s an
issue that has substance to it
and the voters want to know
how you’re going to do it. 

Is it an issue that strikes a

chord with voters in the polls?

Oh, yeah. No matter what race
or gender you are, that is one
of the top two issues: how
you’re going to create jobs in
the city [as well as] crime.

JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

With a growing number of jobs in health and education, it’s important for the next mayor to not

only bring jobs to Philadelphia, but to make the city’s workers more appealing to businesses.
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“It’s really not
taxes. ... it’s really a
lack of a trained
and educated work-
force. ”
Candidate Tom Knox

Bob Brady
Congressman, 

Party Chairman

Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable The mayor’s role in creating jobs and workforce development

How much of your time
and administration’s
resources would be spent
dealing with workforce
development?

My No. 1 priority is to protect
the jobs that we have. The
jobs that we already have,
we’re going to work really
hard to hold on to. ... We
[also] want to make sure that
we then grow the job training
dollars. 

Our No. 1 priority is
creating opportunities
for Philadelphians —
educational opportunities,
employment opportunities
and entrepreneurial opportu-
nities. I think they all are actu-
ally intertwined together.

I’d make that a
priority in my

administration.
... I would be work-

ing with [my]
commerce director to start
soliciting companies and
going out to see them. The
right commerce director could
make a big difference. 

A significant amount. When
more people are working in
Philadelphia, a number of
things happen. There’s more
money in the economy, the
city will generate additional
revenues. It allows us the free-
dom to continue to invest in
tax reduction and tax reform.

You have to get our work-
force ready and able to
do the job through
schooling, training and a
whole lot of other ways to
get them developed. ... We
have to let businesses know
that we do have a workforce
that is prepared and trained,
so they can hire within the city.

Workforce
development, economic
growth, job

development is No. 1.
That is my solution to

[reducing] violence, that’s my
answer. That and schools are
my answer to the reduction of
violence. 

[They’re not] going out and
getting businesses to go out
and relocate. You have to talk
to the CEOs in Philadelphia ...
to tell us what companies
actually should be relocating

to Philadelphia. ... Then
you need to ... solic-

it them.

There needs to be a full and
complete review of our entire
workforce development agen-
cies and the dollars being
spent in order to make sure
that the training we are pro-
viding ... is for training related
to the jobs of the future, not
jobs of the past or short-term
employment. 

We should have vocational
training for everyone. When
people go to college, they
work their way through
college. A little bit of vocation-
al training wouldn’t hurt
them. If they don’t go to col-
lege, the vocational training
will prepare them.

My economic team would be
the police chief, the person
who runs the office of
economic growth, the
community college and the
colleges and universities.
Those are the ones that will be
trying to help expand existing
businesses and grow and
develop business. 

What isn’t the city doing
enough of now to prepare
and connect the
unemployed to jobs? What
would you do differently?
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The next mayor could oversee $30 to $40 billion worth of spend-
ing if elected to two terms, estimates Councilman W. Wilson
Goode Jr. “Clearly the strong mayor form of government means
that however talented that leader is in utilizing tens of
thousands of city employees and tens of billions of dollars in rev-
enue makes a difference,” Goode said.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Amount of money Chaka Fattah had in his 
mayoral account as of the May 5 filing deadline,

the last before tomorrow’s election.  METRO/JC
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Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable What kind of leadership will the next mayor will provide?

How do you energize the
bureaucracy of city govern-
ment and make it do the
things you want?

I believe in what I call transfor-
mational leadership. I think
that you can differentiate it
from transactional leadership,
this for that. I’m really interest-
ed in working on substantial
change that really matters at
the end of the day.

I think that the way
you energize people is
you have to give them a
vision bigger than them-
selves.  ...  Let’s not just man-
age this poverty, let’s work to
alleviate it. 

Under my theo-
ry of manage-

ment you have to
make sure that

everyone is
accountable. ... You just have
to keep it up and you have to
make sure that everybody is in
lock step. 

I don’t ask people to do
anything that I’m not prepared
to do. I work hard, I work long
hours and I think what
you want to reempha-
size to people is we’re
public servants, we
work for a million and
a half people. 

... it is the people you select
who run the various
departments where I am the
one that they have to give me

a report or some kind of sta-
tus.  ... The accountability is
coming from the bottom to
the top. I’m asking the ques-

tion and then we’re looking at
the results.

You have to be able to hire
people with character, integri-
ty, ethics, and accountability. ...
It starts at the top. If you hire
good people and outline goals
and milestones for them

they’re going to start per-
forming. 

I have an inspiring style of
leadership. I like to bring peo-
ple together, let them know
what the goals and objectives
are. Why are we doing what
we’re doing, what the impact
will be. ... [I’ll work to] improve
people’s lives or their life
prospects. [I’m] goal-oriented
and success driven.

My leadership style is you set a
kind of tone of where you
want to go.  ... The first thing is
to try to get people to under-
stand this is what we’re work-
ing on. If you all agree these
are the challenges, my next
step is to get you... to use your
particular clout in ways that
[help us accomplish our goals.]

Describe your leadership
style and what it would be
like as mayor.
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A good leader needs to know
what direction his people want
to go. I have to let them know
that ‘this is the direction we’re
going to go ... this is how we’re
going to do it.’ I lead by exam-
ple. I’m going to go to Harris-
burg myself, I’m going to Wash-
ington myself and I’m going to
go to City Council myself.

I make them understand that I
care about them. I care about
the job that they do ... I’m
going to make sure they have
the tools to do their job. And
I’m going to thank them when
they do their job, let them
know that they’re appreciated. 

Bob Brady
Congressman, 

Party Chairman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Maurice Floyd
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. “America’s Next
Great City,” sure, but there are
plenty of issues that will con-
front Philadelphia’s next may-
or. Getting through them all —
from rising pension and bene-
fit costs to addressing business
tax cuts to improving
educational opportunities —
will require a mayor with
strong leadership skills, say the
experts. 
Political consultant Maurice
Floyd said the candidates need
to show voters they have con-
trol over the issues.

What traits do voters look for
when it comes to leadership?
I think what they’re really
interested in is someone that
comes up with old ideas that
the public can grasp. Not only
can they grasp, but they
believe that there’s something
about the person themself
that they believe that this can-
didate can deliver.

What do the candidates need
to do to show their
leadership skills on the cam-
paign trail?
He needs to show that in some
form or illustration that it can
work. Whether they do it
through issue papers like they
normally do, and they do it
from example. It’s always good
if I’m a candidate and a former
elected official from one office,
I’m always going to show the
track record that I have, which
got me to run for this office.

JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

PHILADELPHIA. Considering
the things that the city has
lost control of over the
years — the school district
and the Parking Authority
among them — the mayor
doesn’t have the same
power to make changes as
he used to.

“He has to use much
more influencing skills,”

said Phil Goldsmith, the
city’s former managing
director and now president
of CeaseFire PA. “How you
influence people is really a
function of leadership. I
think the issue of leader-
ship is much more impor-
tant today than 25 years
ago.”

All five of the major Dem-
ocratic mayoral hopefuls
say they have the experi-
ence to lead the city —
whether Bob Brady’s role as

head of the city’s Democrat-
ic party machine, Tom
Knox’s experience as a
health insurance executive
or Dwight Evans’ role in
helping to clean up West
Oak Lane. Still, whichever
candidate wins the Novem-
ber election will have a tall
task in leading the city. 

“He’s got to understand
he can’t do the job by him-
self and has to work with
other people, even people
he may not want to go on

vacation with,” Goldsmith
said. “He has to surround
himself with the best peo-
ple possible.”

According to at-large
Councilman W. Wilson
Goode Jr., the next mayor
has to be a “visionary for
how to grow the city.” 

The next mayor “has to
have a solid, concrete
approach to what he wants
to accomplish,” said
Goode, whose father
served as the city’s mayor

from 1984 to 1992.
If the next mayor serves

two terms — standard for
Philadelphia — he will pre-
side over the spending of
somewhere between $30
and $40 billion in money
for city services and person-
nel, Goode estimates.

“That mayor should have
been able to lay out what
they’re trying to accom-
plish and we should see a
major difference in that
area,” he said.

Winning influence is key
Next mayor will be in position that demands strong leadership skills

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

The five major mayoral candidates — from left to right, Rep. Bob Brady, state Rep. Dwight Evans, Rep. Chaka Fattah, Tom Knox and Michael Nutter took part in six

debates, including this one in late April. For the most part they stayed true to their campaigns with no major gaffes.
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PHILADELPHIA. Maurice
Sampson, former city recy-
cling czar and chairman of
the RecycleNow campaign,
has been working for years
to help get the city’s recy-
cling rate above the single
digits. He’s hoping that the
next mayor makes a sub-
stantial commitment to
make that happen.

“I think right now every-
body is work-
ing to outgreen
each other,”
Sampson said
of the five
major Demo-
cratic mayoral
candidates. “[At
the mayoral
forums] it’s like
people fall over
each other
when the ques-
tion is asked.”

The next mayor needs to
make recycling a priority,
Sampson said, appointing
a new streets commission-
er and experienced recy-
cling coordinator who
would push for the contin-
ued expansion of single-
stream recycling. He said
more planning is needed
to educate the public on
the method that allows all
recyclables to be placed in

the same container.
It has helped to increase

the city’s recycling rate to 7
percent, said deputy streets
department commissioner
Carlton Williams. Still, the
city has a long way to go.       

According to the report
from the Next Great City
initiative, the city’s 5 per-
cent recycling rate last year
was the second worst of any
large city in the country. 

The plan calls on the city
to expand weekly single-
stream recycling to every

household
in the city.
The city
would save
at least $17
million if it
got its recy-
cling rate
to 37.5 per-
cent,
according
to one
study.

The Next
Great City report also
cites the work of Recycle-
Bank, which trades recy-
clables for gift certifi-
cates, and helped increase
recycling by 300 percent
in Chestnut Hill and 400
percent in West Oak Lane
in 2005. 

“I don’t think citizens are
provided with the proper
infrastructure,” Ron
Gonen, co-founder of Recy-

cleBank, said of the city’s
current recycling methods.
“If you tell people here’s a

little bin to put all these
recyclables you have in,
people aren’t going to recy-

cle, the bin is not large
enough. They just don’t
recycle.”

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

Bottles, cans and questions
As candidates try to ‘outgreen’ each other, recycling put into focus

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Larry Ceisler
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. This is the first
campaign in the city that Larry
Ceisler can remember that has
featured so much talk about
the environment. It’s
important that the candidates
connect with those interested
in the environment, Ceisler
said, as they’re likely to vote on
a larger scale.

Have previous races featured
such discussion about the 
environment?
No ... it’s a welcome change.
When [Ed Rendell] ran for gov-
ernor, I’m sure he didn’t know
a brownfield from a baseball
field. Now you look at Rendell
and he’s one of the national
leaders in energy and environ-
mental issues. It’s important to
urban residents. ... I think
what really happened here is
the whole sense and
awareness of global warming.
I think that [has] a lot to do
with the sudden [interest in]
the environment as a crucial
issue.

Do environmental groups have
enough power to make things
happen?
I think if people want it, and
they’re willing to pay for it and
they understand the sacrifice, I
think there’s a good chance
you’re going to get it. People
are concerned about quality of
life and they believe there’s a
nexus between sound urban
environmental policies and
quality of life.

JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Maurice Sampson, chairman of the RecycleNow campaign, at a recycling sorting center in

Southwest Philadelphia. He hopes that the next mayor pushes for expanded recycling.
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“Right now it’s like:
‘Please recycle.
We’re going to put a
sign on our truck
and put a
commercial on.’”
RecycleBank co-
founder Ron Gonen

Bob Brady
Congressman, 

Party Chairman

Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Candidates’ Roundtable What the next mayor will do to address recycling and the environment

What is your No. 1 priority
from the Next Great City
report and what steps will
you take to address it?

The mayor has to declare that
he wants a full-blown,
legitimate, single-stream,
every-week recycling program
and will put the full force of
the mayor’s office and the
streets department behind it.

There were 10 differ-
ent components to the
Next Great City plan, all
of them are a priority. ... My
expectation is [my] sustainabil-
ity cabinet and coordinator
would execute all 10 of those
items plus a number of items
that I laid out in my
sustainable environment plan.

We need to
plant more

trees. When I’m
mayor any developer

that comes into our city, they
need to think green. Instead of
parking lots and their run off,
we need more trees. We need
to think green. 

I think the importance of the
sustainability aspect is the
most essential aspect that we
[have to address]. They talked
about it from a cabinet
perspective, I would ensure
that it would be part of my
[long-term] cabinet
discussions.

If I had to pick one, I’m
committed to dealing
with the challenge
around planning more bus
shelters. We can create a shel-
ter system throughout the city
to protect people from the ele-
ments. ... We can use solar
heating to do it and do it [with
advertising].

[Waterfront
development] and parks
are the thing. On the

park side we need better
government, we need to get

better revenue streams for the
parks, we need to start getting
more facilities going into the
park that would generate rev-
enue.

I think we need recycling every
week. We’re just doing a pilot
program in my neighborhood
with single stream. ... I think
it’s the right thing to do all
over the city. ... It’s so much

easier to do every
week.

I think it’s just a question of
commitment on the part of
the city to want to expand. I
would make sure that that
occurs.

It’s just a matter of leadership
and commitment to it. I am
committed to doing it. I am
not alone in that. I think that
there is a consensus now that
[single stream] is the way to
go. With a certainty that
there’s going to be a [weekly]
pickup, I think we can gener-
ate a greater participation. 

[With proceeds from increased
recycling] we could buy the
trucks that are necessary to do
the recycling. We’d be able to
do it once a week, same trash
can, and we could actually
recycle. We have the money to
do it. I don’t understand, it’s a
no-brainer. It saves [$17 to
$24] million a year.

What changes need to be
made to increase recycling
in the city?

Weigh 
in at

letters@
metro.us

Presented by:

Find more
online at
metro.us

Tom Knox
Businessman

While the mayoral candidates have called for the city to increase
its recycling rate to 35 percent, Mayor John Street’s recently
released environmental initiative calls for an increase from 6 per-
cent to 10 percent by 2010. “Campaign promises are fine, but the
city and the administration must live in the real world of govern-
ing,” said Street spokesman Joe Grace.  METRO/JC

What’s realistic for recycling?

Environment

voters’ guideMargin of victory for Mayor John Street 
over closest challenger, Marty Weinberg,
in the 1999 primary.  METRO/JC

Metro

13
Monday, May 14, 2007

4.1 percent





Three questions on the ballot tomorrow will be related to
zoning and planning. One question would set up a Zoning
Code Commission to reform the antiquated rules, another
would establish guidelines for appointments to the Planning
Commission and another would give the board more time to
make recommendations to City Council.  METRO/JC

A ballot question that would have mandated what professional
qualifications were necessary for Zoning Board appointments
was squashed by politics earlier this year. “It was a mistake, but
mistakes happen,” zoning board Chairman David Auspitz said
of Councilman Jim Kenney's attempt. “Sometimes things sound
good, but when you think about them, they’re not.” METRO/JC

voters’ guide Amount of money Dwight Evans had in his 
mayoral account as of the May 5 filing deadline,

the last before tomorrow’s election.  METRO/JC
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Larry Ceisler
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. Larry Ceisler’s Cen-
ter City consulting firm has
represented plenty of develop-
ers faced with navigating the
city’s zoning and planning
process. He says it will take a
lot of work for the next mayor
to clean things up.

How much political capital
will it take for the next may-
or to improve the zoning
and planning process?
I think it’s going to take a lot. I
think it’s a pretty entrenched
system. 

How does this issue play in
the mind of voters?
I think that you’re opposed to
it or you support it depending
on how a decision has affected
you. ... We have represented
developers and we represent
community groups. We have
been on both sides of this. We
have found the board, at least
this board, to be very fair.
Some of the rules probably do
have to change. ... The city’s
becoming more developed
and if you live in the city you
just want to make sure that it’s
done right.

Does it only resonate in 
the development com-
munity?
I think the people who care
about it are in the areas that
are being developed or are
ripe for development, and
probably building trades
members.

JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

PHILADELPHIA. As long as the
market is right and there’s
money to be made, develop-
ers will keep building in the
city no matter the issues
with zoning and planning,
said consultant Seth Shapiro.

“As long as
the project
makes finan-
cial sense,
developers
will continue
to put up with
any obstacles
in their way in
Philadelphia,”
said Shapiro, a
former devel-
oper with
both Toll Bros.
and the West -
rum Develop-
ment Co.

Still, the city’s cumber-
some process for zoning
and planning isn’t a joy for
developers or communities.

Developers are forced to
get approval from up to 14
different agencies and the
rules from an antiquated
zoning code can be tough
to understand. Sometimes
they’re not rules as much
as unwritten policies,
Shapiro said.

“Everywhere has its own
quirks,” he said, “[but]
Philly’s can be more difficult
than some other places.”

While there is a push from
developers and politicians to
improve the process, the next
mayor’s likelihood of success
could come down to whether
voters decide tomorrow to
establish a Zoning Code Com-

mission,
which would
work to re -
write the city’s
outdated
rules.

Whatever
voters decide,
modernizing
t he code is
critical, said
zoning board
Chairman
David Auspitz.

“If you
want a city to

grow there are things in the
code where current con-
struction methods weren’t
even invented when the
code was written,” he said.

The role of city planners
is an issue, too, as most
decisions are now made on
a piecemeal basis, with new
zoning overlays added to
help one project at a time.

“I think we’ve hit a point
where we’re seeing if you
don’t have a process at

work, people get discour-
aged,” said Janice Wood-
cock, head of the city’s Plan-
ning Commission. “It makes
us less competitive of a city.” 

She said that there’s an
increasing realization that
you need to have a long-
term plan, and improved
zoning, to make good deci-

sions. She credited Mayor
Street with strengthening
planning and said the next
mayor should pick up
where he leaves off.

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

A developing situation
Philadelphia can feel like an obstacle course to those looking to build

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

Given the City Hall hoops that developers must jump through, some are surprised that projects

such as luxury condos like Symphony House, left, on South Broad Street have been built.
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Chaka Fattah
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Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable The next mayor’s role in improving zoning and planning

How does a mayor take
control of such a large 
multilevel operation like
zoning and planning?

I really hear complaints
around the regulatory side,
how long it takes to get things
done. ... I think that you obvi-
ously have to invest the neces-
sary dollars in the area to
ensure that it should not take
as long to get things done.

You obviously have to
have people in place
who you can hold
accountable to get things
done. I think, secondly, you
have to look at, are any of
those steps something you
could collapse? ... Is there
some way that’s a lot easier to
eliminate some of those steps?

I want to have a
professional city

planning effort.
... The reason why

the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway is raved about around
the world is because it actually
was part of a serious city plan-
ning process. ... It didn’t hap-
pen by accident.

You can boil that down to one-
stop shopping where you
bring all 14 [departments]
together in one
common location. ...
[Once you have online
capability] most peo-
ple can figure out
what they need and
where they need to go to get it

I think that you work with oth-
ers. ... I would be doing a sig-
nificant amount of outreach
and discussions with various

people in the department,
certain people in the com-
munity and the
development community to

strike the right balance.

There’s no place where you
can go and figure out what
you can build and where you
can build it. There’s no ...
determined set of rules, it’s
kind of whatever you can work

out.

There’s 14 different places that
they have to go to in order to
finalize things. You don’t have
online capability and you have
no one central place to get all
of these permits. We don’t
have a zoning code or plumb-
ing code that is friendly to con-
tractors and developers. 

One of the biggest complaints
is either the length of time it
takes to get through the
process [and] issues of dealing
with community concerns and
negotiations .... The directive
has to come from the mayor’s
office and through the various
departments that we have to
streamline [the process]. 

What is the biggest
complaint you hear from
the development commu-
nity and how would that
be addressed?

Weigh 
in at

letters@
metro.us
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Find more
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metro.us

The reason why it’s
burdensome and cumbersome
is they don’t know what they
need to do to get things done
when they come before the
zoning board. ... They need to
know the predictability of it. 

Streamline it. ... Let developers
know exactly what they need.
Developers will develop all
over again if they get the pre-
dictability. ... If they can get it
in a timely fashion and not get
stuck up in a quagmire [that
will benefit development].

Bob Brady
Congressman, 

Party Chairman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

$542,825

“I think we’ve hit a
point where we’re
seeeing if you don’t
have a process at
work, people get
discouraged. It
makes us less com-
petitive of a city.”
Janice Woodcock,
Planning Commission

Where’s your polling place?
The Committee of Seventy’s Web site (seventy.org/map) allows
you to plug in your address to find where you should vote.  METRO
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The SEPTA Board will vote on a 2007-2008 budget at the end
of this month. The 15-member governing body, including
two Philadelphia mayor-appointed members, will decide
between a plan that calls for minimal fare increases and a
“survival tactic” plan that would mean large fare increases
and service cuts.  METRO/BXM

SEPTA Board member Christian DiCicco has said “I don’t need
a hearing to tell me not to vote for option B,” which calls for
more than 1,000 job cuts and large fare increases. But SEPTA
will have no choice if no more state funding is provided. State
legislators, however, have said recently that local — read:
city/regional — funding should also be increased.  METRO/BXM

voters’ guide Amount of money Michael Nutter had in his 
mayoral account as of the May 5 filing deadline,

the last before tomorrow’s election.  METRO/JC
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Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable How will the next mayor handle SEPTA?

What benefit would
having an increased city
presence on the SEPTA
board have? 

The biggest problem it has is
funding. We have to work with
the governor and the Legisla-
ture to get that. ... We need to
make sure that SEPTA is also
safe, clean, that the places that
you wait for the bus are well
lit, and [are] well marked
[with] information.

We have 80 percent of
the ridership and two
out of 15 seats — that’s
not fair. I’d be lobbying for
that. I understand that the
agreement that we have to
that effect is up for renewal
the end of this year, [or early]
next year. We need to negoti-
ate. 

I think the ben-
efit is the city

would have more
of a voice in what

goes on. ... I think there
has to be a greater equity in
terms of representation for the
amount of money the city puts
into the SEPTA system and the
volume of ridership.

I don’t think that that’s the
issue, personally. ... If you were
ranking me in pri-
orities, dedicated
funding [is] first,
then reform,
then you can talk
about board gover-
nance.

What we’ve seen over the last
two decades is that when
there has to be tough
decisions made at SEPTA,
they’ve been made at the
detriment of city riders. ...
What we need is a more sub-
stantial representation from
the city.

The first priority is to re-estab-
lish the office of transportation
... to develop city transporta-
tion policy. ... I think the city
must establish a better work-
ing relationship with our sub-

urban partners ... [and
address] dedicated

funding.

[Addressing] how important
this is to our economy in the
southeast in terms of continu-
ing to try to grow business and
jobs. ... We need it to continue
to help our economy grow. It’s
directly connected to growing
business, which in turn are
growing jobs.

I want to use the negotiations
over a new lease to enhance
Philadelphia’s influence over
mass transit. ... We’re going to
[re-]create this office of trans-
portation in the mayor’s office,
so that there’s a ... high-level
official handling transit issues.
... [Also] we need a dedicated
funding source for SEPTA.

What are your priorities 
for addressing SEPTA?

Weigh 
in at

letters@
metro.us
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Find more
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metro.us

Editor’s note: U.S. Rep. Bob
Brady’s answers were provided
by his campaign.

Maurice Floyd
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. Public transit’s via-
bility as an issue in a citywide
political race is very dependent
on its year-to-year fiscal stand-
ing, political consultant Mau-
rice Floyd said.

Where would you rank public

transit and transportation 

on a list of issues in this 

mayor’s race? 

Maybe fifth. With crime being
the No. 1 issue, then second
education, transportation is
one of those items that basical-
ly comes up when SEPTA is in
crisis. It is an issue this year.
This city functions off of public
transit. Anytime there is a need
for more funding or cuts in
services, it becomes a major
issue.

What can a mayor do to 

affect the regionally 

controlled SEPTA?

A mayor can have quite a bit
of influence. We have two
candidates who are U.S.
representatives. Another is a
state representative and is the
chair of state House
appropriations committee. ...
By having relationships with
both state and federal
governments, they would have
easier access in going after
funding. These guys have cut
their teeth on appropriations
committees. ... You have
considerable knowledge of
how and who you need to go
to lobby for our city and
SEPTA.

BRIAN X. MCCRONE

bmccrone@metro-philly.com

PHILADELPHIA. Lorraine Brill,
a regular at SEPTA Board
meetings more so than
some of the actual 15 board
members, remembers the
transit agency’s 2005 near-
death experience.

A projected deficit then
forced SEPTA to propose
several fix-it options,
including severe
cuts in service
and fare hikes.

“Nobody
understood it,”
Brill said of the
public hearing
process. “But the
No. 1 priority
from the public was ‘just
don’t cut services.’ That’s
what everyone talked
about.”

The issue of public transit
— and its crucial necessity
in the nation’s fifth-largest
city — has seeped some-
what into the mayoral
debate.

But the murky future of
transit here, as yet another
financial hole that needs
filling from the state,
remains a third fiddle — to
crime and education — in
the quadrennial playing of
mayoral campaign music.

What actually can the
mayor of Philadelphia do,
besides appoint a measly
two of the 15 board mem-
bers representing five coun-
ties and the state?

“I think there are things
that could be done that
could help,” said Peter Javsi-
cas, executive director of
Philadelphia-based Pen-
Trans. “There was a deputy
mayor of transportation [in
the past.]. Now, there does-

n’t have to
be a deputy
mayor, but
there could
be a city
department
of trans-
portation
and we

don't even have that. And
with the lease of the Mar-
ket-Frankford El and the
Broad Street [subway] com-
ing up this fall, perhaps in
negotiating a new lease, the
city could include steps that
would be a little more favor-
able to the city.”

At least one candidate,
U.S. Rep. Chaka Fattah, has
described the future negoti-
ations with SEPTA as a way
to have more influence over
the regionally powered
SEPTA.

Something as simple as
staying in touch with the

riders and their needs is
equally important for the
next mayor, a city transit
lobbyist said.

“Ride the system,” city
consumer affairs director
Lance Haver said. “I would
like to see a mayor ride the

system, maybe not daily,
maybe not even weekly, but
every so often to see what
it’s like.” 

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that have shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

SEPTA funds a tough fix
Candidates focus on finding cash, gaining more say on transit board

BRIAN X. MCCRONE
bmccrone@metro-philly.com

City Hall could negotiate more influence over SEPTA’s governing board, watchers say.

“I would like to see
a mayor ride the
system ... to see
what it’s like.”
Lobbyist Lance Haver

R
IK

A
R

D
 LA

R
M

A
/M

ETR
O

Bob Brady
Congressman, party

chairman

Eighty percent of SEPTA’s cus-
tomers live in Philadelphia,
but the city only gets two
appointments on the 15 mem-
ber SEPTA board. Our city
depends heavily on SEPTA and
we must have a stronger voice
on board decisions to reflect
that importance.

By securing additional repre-
sentation on the SEPTA board,
and working with the gover-
nor to create a dedicated
source of funding, we will
engage in the long-term plan-
ning necessary to transform
Philadelphia’s mass transit
infrastructure from ... the
verge of insolvency ...

$537,116
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Voters will see a question tomorrow asking whether they want
casinos within 1,500 feet of neighborhoods and schools, but they
won’t be able to vote on it. The Supreme Court issued an
injunction barring the question from the ballot. But anti-casino
advocates will hold their own shadow election, setting up outside
of polling places to ask the question themselves.  METRO/JC

Casinos aren’t just a question for the mayoral candidates to consider.
In the First District City Council race, where both casinos are now slat-
ed to be built, Councilman Frank DiCicco and challenger Vern Anasta-
sio have sparred on the issue. Anastasio says DiCicco hasn’t done
enough, while DiCicco points to the work he’s done over the last six
months to put up hurdles for the casinos to build.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Amount of money Bob Brady had in his mayoral 
account as of the May 5 filing deadline, 

the last before tomorrow’s election.  METRO/JC
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Dwight Evans
State Representative

Chaka Fattah
Congressman

Michael Nutter
Ex-City Councilman

Tom Knox
Businessman

Candidates’ Roundtable The next mayor’s role in Philly casinos

What would you do as
mayor to ensure that casi-
nos fit into both waterfront
development plans and
don’t harm the host neigh-
borhoods if they are built?

I don’t like gambling. I don’t
think it’s good for citizens to
be able to gamble in casinos.
The obvious
answer is
no.

I would want
to have a
discussion with the leaders of
the neighborhood. I’d like to
have a discussion with the
developers and see if we can
come to some compromises
about how to exactly position
these casinos so as to least
affect the neighborhood.

[If efforts at changing the loca-
tion aren’t successful] then my
job as mayor is to make sure
that any development of casi-
nos ... is done in a way that is
least intrusive ... [and] doesn’t
interfere with or prohibit the
greatly needed [waterfront]
development. 

I’ll make sure that all of the
necessary regulations that are
supposed to be fol-
lowed they will
follow those
recomendations.
I would ensure
that they would fol-
low the law and the rules of
the city of Philadelphia.

I would use every power of the
mayor to make sure our
opportunity to develop the
waterfront was not deterred.
... The community will have
adequate opportunity to
remain involved. We may not
be in position to stop casinos,
but the question of where they
go, that’s still up in the air.

They should not be built
where they are proposed to be
built because of the negative
impact that they will have on
those two communities.  ...
The state didn’t put any real
provision in place ... for com-
munity input. 

It is [the voters’] right to vote
and send a message on where
they should be. I don’t think
any particular community
should be taking more of the
burden on that. 

The two licenced casinos
should be built and I think
there should be local zoning.
... I can’t say I’m against them
complying with the law. But
when the state passed it, they
took away all local zoning. The
city has the right to do zoning. 

Should the two licensed
casinos be built in
Philadelphia?

Weigh 
in at

letters@
metro.us
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Find more
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Maurice Floyd
Political consultant

Q&A corner

INTERVIEW. The anti-casino ref-
erendum on the May 15 ballot
was set to drive up the number
of voters that head to the polls
before it was taken off by the
Supreme Court. Still, the candi-
dates had to pay close
attention to the issue in the
river wards, said political con-
sultant Maurice Floyd.

How much influence can the

current mayor and next may-

or have on the development

of the casino industry here?

I think probably one of the
biggest problems in dealing
with these areas of casinos is a
lot of these communities just
want more input into
something that’s going to
impact the community. ... You
can see from what’s going on
in the areas where the casinos
have been designated to go
that, look, they’re willing to do
whatever they have to do to
make sure that they have a
voice in it. They’re fighting.
The next mayor has to be able
to communicate with that com-
munity the benefits or have the
obligation of making that
work. That’s going to be pretty
damn tough.

JOSH CORNFIELD

jcornfield@metro-philly.com

PHILADELPHIA. Even if voters
had the chance tomorrow
to vote on an anti-casino
referendum, the decision
on whether the two casinos
licensed for the Delaware
River waterfront will be
built is likely to be decided
by courts.

While local lawmakers
have put hurdles up for the
casinos to
jump over,
most of the
state court’s
rulings have so
far been in
favor of the
casinos.

Still, the pol-
itics around
casinos were
felt during the
early parts of
the mayoral
campaign.

At one forum, state Rep.
Dwight Evans pointed out
that the casinos were likely
to move forward because of
the support from leaders in
Harrisburg, including Gov.
Ed Rendell. He was met
with vitriol from the crowd.

“Maybe we should
remove the Philadelphia
delegation,” said one

woman in the audience at
the Old Pine Street Church.

“This has been an oppor-
tunity for candidates to
show their mettle, for can-
didates to show they are
going to take leadership ...
or to show that they’re fol-
lowers in terms of how they
deal with very big issues,”
said Daniel Hunter, a leader
with Casino-Free Philadel-
phia.

The Casino-Free Philadel-
phia initiative included a

signature
drive that
gathered
more than
27,000 signa-
tures that a
court threw
out. City
Council
voted unani-
mously to
put the ques-
tion on the
ballot any-

way, but a Supreme Court
injunction will keep the
question inactive.

Casino-Free Philadelphia
received financial support
for its signature drive from
a few candidates running
for city office, including
$2,500 from Tom Knox,
Hunter said. 

“I thought they were pas-
sionate about it, I thought

they needed the support,”
Knox said. “I just don’t like
gambling for our city, I
don’t like the social ills that
it might bring.”

The group also received

money from Councilman
Frank DiCicco and his oppo-
nent, Vern Anastasio, who
will represent the district
where the casinos are
licensed to be built.

Primary concerns: A look at the issues that shaped tomorrow’s mayoral election

Casinos pose a problem
While some candidates oppose slots, others are already involved

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

The decision to build slot parlors along the waterfront, above,

have caused an uproar in Fishtown and South Philadelphia.
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“This has been an
opportunity for
candidates ... to
show that they are
going to take lead-
ership.”
Casino foe 
Daniel Hunter

Bob Brady
Congressman, party

chairman

We will ask that casino devel-
opers go thorough the zoning
process at the local level 
and ensure that the potential
neighbors of these facilities
have the opportunity to
engage in a dialogue.

The exclusion of
neighborhoods by the Gaming
Control Board in casino devel-
opment puts the spotlight on
a larger problem, zoning and 
planning.  I will ensure that
zoning reform occurs quickly
and that  communities are
allowed to shape the vision for
their neighborhood.

Editor’s note: U.S. Rep. Bob
Brady’s answers were provided
by his campaign.

The city’s two casinos are
slated to be built along the
Delaware River, in Fishtown
and South Philadelphia.

On the way

$386,125
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Council members serve four-year terms and there
are no limits on the number of times a candidate
can run for office. Council is made up of 17 lawmak-
ers, including 10 district Council people and seven
at-large seats. Both parties are assured at least two
at-large seats.  METRO/JC

One of this Council’s responsibilities
will be handling redistricting efforts
in 2010. One report said the city’s
seventh and fifth district are two of
the most gerrymandered districts in
the country.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Number of Democratic voters 
registered to vote in tomorrow’s 

primary election.  METRO/JC
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CITY HALL. While the high-
profile mayoral race domi-
nates most media coverage
of tomorrow’s primary elec-
tion, the fourth floor of City
Hall could get a facelift, too.

Or, as is often the case in
local elections, the power
of incumbency could keep
the 17 members of Council
firmly in place.

All but three district
Council members face pri-
mary challenges tomorrow
and 19 Democrats are vying
for five spots on Novem-
ber’s at-large ballot. Five
Republican at-large candi-
dates automatically ad -
vance to November.

While the city’s strong-
mayor form of government
gives the mayor much
power, most of his plans

and initiatives must be
approved by Council. Coun-
cil’s responsibilities include
approving the mayor’s

budget and creating new
laws and ordinances.

“I don’t care if we elected
the Messiah him or herself

as mayor, if we don’t have a
good City Council, we’re
not going to go anywhere
with the fiscal issues facing

Philadelphia,” said
Fourth District candidate

Matt McClure.  
The field in tomorrow’s

race is diverse, from
reformers that say they
hope to overhaul city gov-
ernment to politicians
backed by local leaders

looking to oust sitting
members of Council.

It features two Greens
(Bill Green and Derek
Green) and a Greenlee
(incumbent at-large candi-
date William Greenlee)
and the sons of four cur-
rent or former mayors: Bill
Green, W. Wilson Goode
Jr., Frank Rizzo and Sharif
Street.

Incumbent Councilman
Juan Ramos faces a chal-
lenge from former state
Rep. Benjamin Ramos. Juan
Ramos has billboards, Ben-
jamin Ramos has lawn
signs that highlight the
name “Ramos,” with “Ben”
thrown in discreetly in the
top left corner.

The candidates include
well-funded challengers
and incumbents backed by
the party machine, promis-
ing what should be an inter-
esting day at the polls.

Mayoral race not the only vote
JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

City Council incumbents like Frank DiCicco, center, face a challenger in the primary,

but Democrat Joan Krajewski, right, is running unopposed.

At a glance The seven contested Democratic primaries in the district Council races

750,828

THE AREA THE CANDIDATES THE SCOOP

First District
Frank DiCicco (I)
Vern Anastasio

DiCicco is running for his fourth term against Anastasio, a South Philadelphia civic activist. Their campaign has
been one of the more active, with DiCicco airing commercials and Anastasio running a grassroots campaign with
both viral Web videos and strongly worded attacks against what he sees as a “too little, too late” strategy from
DiCicco to deal with the two casinos planned for the district. DiCicco points to the work he has done over the last
six months to put up hurdles for the casinos. 

Second
District

Anna Verna (I)
Damon K. Roberts

Verna has served on Council since 1976, including the last eight years as president. Council allies point to her fair-
ness as president and she enjoys wide support among local ward leaders. She faces the 36-year-old Harvard grad,
who was born in Guyana and moved to Philadelphia after graduating from Howard University Law School.  He has
worked as a community liaison for the Philadelphia Housing Authority. The winner will face Republican William
Black in the November election. 

Fourth District
Carol Ann Campbell (I)
Curtis Jones Jr. 
Matt McClure

Campbell, who began serving on Council after a special election in November to fill the seat of mayoral candidate
Michael Nutter, is a powerful leader in the city’s Democratic party. She faces a stiff challenge from two challengers seek-
ing their first shot at Council, including Jones, a close ally of mayoral candidate Chaka Fattah, and McClure, an East Falls
attorney. Jones is the former head of the Pennsylvania Commercial Development Corp. and McClure is an attorney with
the high-profile Ballard Spahr firm. The winner will face Republican Melvin Johnakin in the November election.

Fifth District
Darrell Clarke (I)
Haile Johnston
John Longacre

The incumbent faces a challenge from a local community activist (Johnston) and a developer (Longacre). Clarke, an
ally of Mayor John Street, has been on Council for eight years. Johnston, a Wharton grad, formed the nonprofit
East Park Revitalization Alliance. Longacre has helped form community development corporations in both Fairhill
and South Philadelphia, where he owns the South Philadelphia Tap Room.

Seventh
District

Dan Savage (I)
Maria Quinones
Sanchez

Marnie Aument-
Loughrey

Savage began serving the district after a special election in November to fill the seat of the disgraced Rick Mariano,
who is serving a six and a half year sentence on corruption charges. Savage, a ward leader, faces a serious
challenge from Quinones Sanchez, a local community leader who has been endorsed by Gov. Ed Rendell. Aument-
Loughrey is a longtime committee person from Kensington and a community activist. The district was named the
most gerrymandered municipal legislative district in the country by one research firm, something the next Council
person will have a chance to address when districts are redrawn in 2010. The winner will face Republican Gary
Grisafi in the November election.

Eighth District

Donna Reed Miller (I)
Irv Ackelsberg
Cindy Bass
Greg Paulmier

Donna Reed Miller is in her third term on Council and is the chair of the Public Safety Committee. A close ally of 
mayoral candidate Dwight Evans, she faces three primary opponents. Ackelsberg is the former head of Community
Legal Services and a community activist. Bass is a senior policy adviser on urban and domestic policy for mayoral
candidate U.S. Rep. Chaka Fattah and a community activist. Paulmier, a Germantown ward leader, was thrown off
the ballot but was reinstated by the state Supreme Court. 

Ninth District

Marian Tasco (I)
Cecil Hankins
Raymond Jones
Lamont Thomas

Tasco has served on Council since 1988, representing the Northwest Philadelphia district, which includes West Oak
Lane and East Mount Airy.  Jones is a co-founder of anti-violence group Men United for a Better Philadelphia. 
Hankins is a longtime city worker and Thomas ran unsuccessfully to unseat Tasco ally and mayoral candidate state
Rep. Dwight Evans last year.

“I don’t care if we
elected the Messiah
him or herself as
mayor, if we don’t
have a good City
Council, we’re not
going to go
anywhere with the
fiscal issues facing
Philadelphia.”
Matt McClure

Fourth District 
candidate

* Democrat Jannie Blackwell (Third District), Democrat Joan Krajewski (Sixth District), and Republican Brian O’Neill (10th District) are unopposed in tomorrow’s election.
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Council incumbents, challengers vie for spot on team as one of city’s top lawmakers

At-large 
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While most of the mayoral candidates have
issued environmental plans, Bob Brady was
the only to call for the city to generate its own
energy. Brady calls for creating a Hydro Electric
Generation station at the Flat Rock Dam along
the Schuylkill River.  METRO/JC

“It’s not necessarily putting your ideas aside, but it’s
being willing to consider other ideas and to have the
confidence in yourself to say, ‘you know what, that’s a
better idea.’” Philadelphia Forward’s Brett Mandel on
what the next mayor needs to do to provide leadership
from City Hall.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Amount of money Tom Knox had in his mayoral 
account as of the May 5 filing deadline, 

the last before tomorrow’s election.  METRO/JC
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$871,620

Group eyes at-large seats

PHI LADELPHIA.  Nineteen
Democrats, ranging from
an incumbent with 16 years
of experience to Mayor
John Street’s son, to the
mayor’s older brother, are
running for five at-large
spots on City Council.

The candidates include
those with years of experi-
ence inside of city govern-
ment as well as outsiders
looking to bring their
expertise as community
organizers and leaders to
City Hall.

Five Republicans await
the five Democratic win-
ners for November’s elec-
tion, with the minority
party assured of at least
two at-large spots on Coun-
cil.

The Democratic candi-
dates, in the order they
appear on the ballot:

JAMES F. KENNEY (I): Four-term
incumbent from South
Philadelphia with focus on
setting up 3-1-1 phone sys-
tem for city and zoning and
planning reform.
WILLIAM K. GREENLEE (I): On
Council since November spe-
cial election. Fairmount res-
ident was the longtime aide
to Councilman David Cohen.
HARRY MASSELE: West
Philadelphia accountant.
WILSON ALEXANDER: South-
west Philadelphia resident.
BENJAMIN RAMOS: Former
state representative from
North Philadelphia. 
CARYN HUNT: Anti-casino and
community planning activ -
ist from South Phila del -
phia.
W. WILSON GOODE JR. (I): Two-
term incumbent from West
Philadelphia, son of former
Mayor Wilson Goode.
Strong focus on minority
business and public school
funding.
SHARIF T. STREET: Lawyer and

son of Mayor John Street.
North Philadelphia resi-
dent.
BILL GREEN: Chestnut Hill res-
ident, lawyer, son of former
Mayor William Green.
MICHAEL K. ELLIS: Marketing
director for Scotland Yard
Security Services, Inc., from
Germantown.
MARC STIER: Temple profes-
sor and community activist
from Mt. Airy.
MATT RUBEN: Northern Liber-
ties activist, former presi-
dent of Northern Liberties
Neighbors Association.
MACEO CUMMINGS: West
Philadelphia resident,
involved in community
development activities.
ANDY TOY: Center City resi-
dent. Former Commerce
Department official. Chair
of the Philadelphia China-
town Development Corpo-
ration.
BLONDELL REYNOLDS BROWN (I):

Two-term incumbent and
former teacher from West

Philadelphia, with strong
focus on children’s’ issues. 
DEREK S. GREEN: East Mt. Airy
resident and small business
owner, former chief of staff
for Councilwoman Marian
Tasco.
T. MILTON STREET SR.: West
Philadelphia resident, or is
it New Jersey? Street
launched his controversial
candidacy after a failed
plan to run for mayor.
JUAN F. RAMOS (I): One-term
incumbent from North
Philadelphia. Community
activist, pushed city’s trans-
fat ban.
RODNEY LITTLE: Overbrook
resident.

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

The five Republicans who will
advance to the November
general election are: David
Oh, Jack Kelly (I), Patricia A.
Mattern, Frank Rizzo (I) and
Phil Kerwick.

The Republicans
PHILADELPHIA. Races for the
city’s “row offices” don’t get
the same amount of atten-
tion granted to the City
Council and mayoral elec-
tions. That doesn’t mean
there hasn’t been contro-
versy, however.

The Democratic candi-
dates for sheriff, incumbent
John D. Green and Michael
W. Untermeyer, have got-
ten involved in a war of
words leading up to tomor-
row’s election. Green is in
his fourth term as sheriff,
while Untermeyer is a
lawyer and real estate
developer.

Untermeyer points to city
controller audits critical of
the sheriff ’s office, while
Green says mistakes have
been cleaned up.

Other row office races
include four Democrats
running for two city com-
missioner spots. Commis-
sioners are responsible for
overseeing elections. 

Sheriff

Democrat

John D. Green (I)
Michael W. Untermeyer

City Commissioners (2 elected)

Democrat

Anthony Clark
Margaret M. Tartaglione (I)
B. Blair Talmadge
Edgar Howard (I)
Republican

Joseph J. Duda (I)
Patrick J. Carroll

Register of Wills 

Democrat

Ronald R. Donatucci (I)
Republican

Dan Salvatore

Clerk of Courts

Democrat

Vivian T. Miller
A. Elaine Tomlin
Republican
John Featherman

JOSH CORNFIELD
jcornfield@metro-philly.com

‘Row offices’ not without
debate between hopefuls
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There are 92,054 independent and non-parti-
san voters registered to vote in the city. While
they can’t vote in the mayoral primary, they
can vote for the ballot questions, including
whether to call on the city to form a Zoning
Code Commission.  METRO/JC

Michael Nutter led last week in the last Keystone Poll to be
released before the primary with 31 percent of the vote. Tom Knox
followed with 21 percent, with Chaka Fattah (13), Bob Brady (11)
and Dwight Evans (3) filling out the field. Evans, the only candidate
to have previously run for mayor, only garnered 4.7 percent of the
vote in the five-way 1999 Democratic primary field.  METRO/JC

voters’ guide Number of Republican voters 
registered to vote in tomorrow’s 

primary election.  METRO/JC
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150,459

Candidates court Philly voters

PENNSYLVANIA. Keystone
State voters get a chance to
elect judges, with candi-
dates running for all levels
of courts tomorrow.

More than 60 candidates
are running for spots rang-
ing from the city’s Traffic
Court to the state Supreme
Court. Some candidates are
cross-filed to run as both
Democrats and Republicans.

The candidates for
Supreme Court include C.
Darnell Jones II, the Presi-
dent Judge of the city’s
Court of Common Pleas,
and the motorcycle-riding
former head of Eagles
court, Seamus McCaffery.

A complete list of the
judicial candidates:

Supreme Court Justice (2)
Democrats
Willis W. Berry Jr. (Philadelphia)

Seamus McCaffery
(Philadelphia)
Debra Todd (Butler County)
C. Darnell Jones II
(Philadelphia)
Republican
Paul P. Panepinto (Philadelphia)
Maureen E. Lally Green (Butler)
Mike Krancer (Montgomery)

Superior Court Judge (2)
Democrat
Timothy J. McCormick (West-
moreland)
Ron Folino (Allegheny)
Anne E. Lazarus (Philadelphia)
Jimmy Lynn (Philadelphia)
Christine Donohue (Allegheny)
John Milton Younge (Philadel-
phia)
James M. DeLeon (Philadelphia)
Republican
Bruce F. Bratton (Dauphin)
Cheryl Lynn Allen (Allegheny)
Jacqueline O. Shogan
(Westmoreland)

Court of Common Pleas (4)
Democrat
Linda Carpenter

Gerald P. Shotzberger
J. Scott O’Keefe
Alice Beck Dubow
Joseph T. Murphy Jr.
Robert Coleman
Thomas M. Nocella
Angeles Roca
Thomas Martin
Michael Erdos
Christian H. Clemente
Greg Coleman
Marvin L. Williams
Beverly Muldrow
Ellen Green-Ceisler
Dan Anders
Elvin Ross III
Rosa Ryan
Joyce Eubanks
Republican
Joyce Eubanks
Joseph T. Murphy Jr.
Marvin L. Williams
Alice Beck Dubow
Michael Erdos

Municipal Court Judge (2)
Democrat
Joseph J. O’Neill
Jacquelyn Frazier Lyde
Diane Thompson

Sean F. Kennedy
Joseph C. Waters Jr.
Sandjai Weaver
Joyce Eubanks
Robert M. Kline
Republican
Joseph C. Waters Jr.
Joseph T. Murphy Jr.

Traffic Court Judge (3)
Democrat
Willie Singletary
Frederick C. Mari Jr.
Wayne A. Johns
Bernard A. Strain
Mike Lowry
Albert C. Littlepage Jr.
Scott Cummings
Robert Mulgrew
Helen Hellon D. Divers
Curtis Alton McAllister
Betty A. Townes
Candido Silva Jr.
Brenda Reavis
Sandra A. Mills
John Connelly
Republican
Bernard A. Strain
Scott Cummings
Frederick C. Mari Jr.

JOSH CORNFIELD
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PHILADELPHIA. While the
state Supreme Court ruled
against a charter change
question that would have
outlawed casinos in most
locations in the city, voters
will have their say on eight
issues tomorrow. 

In the order they appear
on the ballot:
“Resign to run”: Should city
officials be able to become
candidates for office before
resigning from their city
position?
Youth Commission: Should the
city create a commission of
young people, ages 12 to 23,
to advise City Council and
the mayor on issues affect-
ing children and youth?
Planning Commission makeup:
Should the six appointed
members of the Planning
Commission include an
architect, urban planner,
traffic engineer, attorney
with issues of land use, and
two community represen-
tatives?

Time extension for Planning
Commission: Should the Plan-
ning Commission have the
power to have 45-day exten-
sions to provide recommen-
dations to City Council?
Zoning Code Commission:
Should a commission be
formed that would recom-
mend amendments to the
city’s antiquated zoning
code?
Iraq War: Should the city’s
charter urge the United
States government to get
U.S. troops out of Iraq this
year?
Borrowing: Should the city
issue a $129.7 million bond
for transit, streets and sani-
tation, municipal buildings,
parks, recreations, muse-
ums and economic and
community development?
Real estate assessments:
Should voters urge the city’s
Board of Revision of Taxes
not to use full-value assess-
ment, which could lead to
higher taxes for some?

Eight ballot questions await
answers from city’s electorate



Judge Anne E. Lazarus will bring over 15 years of 
experience on the bench, a record of integrity and a 
commitment to our community to the Superior Court.

Knowledge Experience Integrity

Suite 1410, 1515 Market St Philadelphia PA 19102 
Phone 215-687-6348

www.lazarusforsuperiorcourt.org

Judge Anne E. Lazarus

Vote May 15th for #7




